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A Berkeley company called Sky Vegetables says the sky is the limit when it comes Archives
to local food. Their business is farming the rooftops of grocery stores. They plan to
harvest ripe vegetables and sell them downstairs in the supermarket, eliminating up December 2009
to 80% of the cost of production and distribution. The model calls for constructing November 2009
these sustainable hydroponic greenhouses so that they are in use all year round.
October 2009
September 2009
Founder Keith Agoada, 22, saw a growing demand for fresh, affordable, and August 2009
nutritious produce by consumers and decided that the economic potential for local
food production on a commercial scale, such as Sky Vegetables’ model, is an idea July 2009
whose time is ripe. June 2009
May 2009
“While Sky Vegetables’ business model is for the rooftops of supermarkets, April 2009
since that’s what our current research supports, there’s no reason the Sky
Vegetables urban garden concept couldn’t work successfully on the rooftop of March 2009

any structure, and grow to include other markets. Any business that is
. . . . y . February 2009
interested in serving or selling the finest, freshest, locally-grown produce is a

natural fit.” - Agoada January 2009

December 2008

greenUPGRADER on Facebook

The pilot program is being launched in the Bay Area and Sky Vegetables plans to

November 2008
have the first unit operating and ready for harvest by fall of 2009.

October 2008
Sky Vegetables also hosted a summit of industry-leaders from around the world at a
first-ever Building-Integrated Sustainable Agriculture (B-ISA) Summit in December September 2008
and expressed their goal of developing a draft-design of an open source rooftop farm August 2008
prototype. They gathered ideas from the disciplines of architecture, controlled
environment greenhouses, composting, alternative energy, aquaculture, hydroponics, July 2008
sustainable farming, water economics, urban agriculture, and green business, trying June 2008
to develop a strong network of support.

May 2008
If you dig what they're doing, head over to Sky Vegetables and contact them. Tell

April 2008

‘em we sent ya.
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3 Responses to “Sky Vegetables will Farm Supermarket
Rooftops”

Jim Sincock says:
January 12, 2009 at 10:10 pm

Derek, Great idea, but I'd also hope they choose to support local, sustainable
farmers too!

Jim

Reply

Matt says:
January 14, 2009 at 2:03 am

Amazing.| want to see these everywhere!

Reply

Bizist says:

B8 | January 16, 2009 at 10:21 am

| hope the Stores go for it, | am fed up with the green unripe vegetables in the
Stores, over-farmed tasteless masses of gunk.
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About greenUPGRADER...

Here at greenUPGRADER we believe you
can live well while protecting the
environment. Going "Green" can seem
overwhelming, but if it doesn't have to be.
By taking small steps you can start to
incorporate eco-friendly options into your
life that will both reduce your impact on the
earth and improve the quality of your life.
We feature sustainable products, ideas and
news to help you to help you on your
journey to a greener lifestyle. Read more
about us...



