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Published: October 12, 2008

Last April, after winning a competition at the University of

Wisconsin School of Business, Keith Agoada, who was then still a

student, decided to turn his sustainable-urban-farming plan into a

business and created Sky Vegetables. The concept takes advantage of

the ''fields'' of flat rooftops found atop supermarkets by using that

space to grow crops. Agoada says Sky Vegetables will have benefits

beyond sustainable local produce. The plants and greenhouses will

absorb sunlight, making it easier for supermarkets to cool their

buildings; in the winter they will add insulation. And an heirloom

tomato grown a few feet up from the aisle in which it's sold won't come with any guilt-

inducing air miles. The farms will use rainwater for irrigation and solar panels for some

of their energy needs. No greenhouses have been installed yet, but Agoada and his

partner say they hope to begin construction on a prototype next year; they are currently

talking to supermarkets in the Bay Area.
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