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Sky vegetables plans to build greenhouses on rooftops
Green technology company wins Burrill business plan contest

The greening of business is considered one of the more
sustainable trends in entrepreneurship, and new ventures don't
come any greener than Sky Vegetables. The company, which
plans to build and operate commercial greenhouses on the
rooftops of supermarkets in the United States, took the top prize
in the 2008 G. Steven Burrill Business Plan Competition.

The annual competition evaluates the business plans of students in the business school at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Sky Vegetables took home the top prize of $10,000 following a review of the business plans of
17 start-up companies. The company, which intends to reach the break-even point within 20
months, would operate its greenhouse as a separate entity from the supermarkets. Its business
model calls for the year-round cultivation of vegetables, fruits, herbs, and flowers to transport to
the stores for retail sale. According to the company, the lack of transportation, packaging, and
storage costs provides the venture with a competitive advantage.

The Burrill competition has encouraged UW-Madison business students to design technology
related businesses, but this year the competition was open to non-technology businesses. In
addition to cash prizes, it also rewards participating companies for sustainability and short
business plans.

The Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies award for sustainability ($1,000 prize) went to
Drive Alternatives, which is marketing a website combining user-generated data and mashups
for the owners of vehicles using alternative fuels.

A mini prize for short business plan entry ($250 prize) went to Parallel Kingdom. This prize is
determined by an independent panel.

Judges included Pehr Anderson, acquisition advisor for Metavante; Mary Burke, former
secretary of the state Department of Commerce; Erica Kauten, former director of the
Wisconsin Entrepreneurs' Network; and John Neis, managing director of Venture Investors.
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Russian importers interested in DNE's
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Costa Rica

Financial crisis seems to hit the Russian
Fresh Produce importers.
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